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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was publ ished under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-5 and 9-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Niwa 
(US Patent # 6,538,692). 

[Claims 1 and 2] 

Niwa teaches a method for providing a continuous store function for a digital multi-media input 
device wherein the multi-media input device is a digital camera (col. 5 lines 26-39, figure 2, 
element 2), comprising continuously detecting a plurality of objects to let a multimedia detecting 
means (figure 2, element 2) continuously acquire a plurality of multi-media data (col. 5 lines 13- 
1 8, figure 2, element 100); continuously processing said multi-media data by a multimedia 
processing means (col. 5 lines 29-34, figure 2, element 6), wherein said multi-media data are 
continuously transmitted fi-om said multi-media detecting means to said multi-media processing 
means (See figure 2); and storing processed said multi-media data in an external storing means 
(figure 2, element 12) and a buffering means (figure 2, element 24), wherein the operation of 
both said extemal storing means and said buffering means are controlled by a storage controlling 
means (figure 2, element 28), said multi-media data only are transmitted in said buffering means 
while said extemal storing means being unavailable to storage any said multi-media data which 
are transmitted fi"om said multi-media processing means (col, 6 lines 56-67). 
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[Claim 3] 

Niwa teaches wherein possible reasons which let said external storing means be unavailable to 
storage any said multi media data comprising the quota of said external storing means is full, 
said external storing means being exchanged (col. 5 lines 63-67, col. 6 lines 1-27). The external 
recording medium is full is being read as being failed to write. 
[Claim 4] 

Niwa teaches continuously storing partial said multi-media data which transmitted from said 
multi-media means only into said extemal storing means while said external storing means being 
available to store any recently inputted said multi-media data (col. 5 lines 63-67, col. 6 lines 1- 
5); continuously storing partial said multi-media data which transmitted from said multi-media 
means only into said buffering means while said extemal storing means being unavailable to 
store any recently inputted said multi-media data (col. 6 lines 6-14); and continuously storing 
partial said multi-media data which transmitted from said multi-media means only into said 
extemal storing means while said extemal storing means being available again to store any 
recently inputted said multi-media data, besides, all said multi media data which are stored in 
said buffering means also are totally transmitted into said extemal storing means (col. 6 lines 15- 
27). 

[Claim 5] 

Niwa teaches continuously storing partial said multi-media data which transmitted from said 
multi-media means into both said extemal storing means and said buffering means while said 
extemal storing means being available to store any recently inputted said multi-media data (col. 
6 lines 34-55); continuously storing partial said multi-media data which transmitted from said 
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multi-media means only into said buffering means while said external storing means being 
unavailable to store any recently inputted said multi-media data (col. 6 lines 6-14); and 
continuously storing partial said multi-media data which transmitted from said multi-media 
means into both said external storing means and said buffering means while said external storing 
means being available again to store any recently inputted said multi-media (col. 6 lines 15-27). 
[Claims 9, 10, 15-17] 

These are apparatus claims corresponding to method claims 1-5 respectively. Therefore they 
have been analyzed and rejected based upon the method claims 1-5. 
[Claim 11] 

Niwa teaches the multi-media detecting means as a CCD (figure 2, element 2). 
[Claim 12] 

Niwa teaches the multi-media processing means 6 a variable length-coding device, which is a 

processor. 

[Claim 13] 

Niwa teaches the external storing means to be an IC card (memory stick etc., col. 2 lines 27-29) 
[Claim 14] 

Niwa teaches the internal memory to be a semiconductor memory, which can be broadly read as 
a DRAM or flash memory (col. 2 lines 29-32). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 6 and 1 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Niwa 
(US Patent # 6,538,692) in view of Ogino (US Patent # 5,852,467). 

[Claim 6] 

Niwa does not explicitly teach wherein "said partial said multi-media data which transmitted 
from said multi-media means are synchronously stored into both said external storing means and 
said buffering means while said external storing means being available to store any recently 
inputted said multi-media data". However Ogino teaches that data can be stored into both 
internal and external memories (col. 4 lines 9-12). Therefore taking the combined teachings of 
Niwa and Ogino, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
to have been motivated to have stored data into both internal and external memories in order to 
have t^yo copies. The benefit of doing so would be to so that the data loss can be prevented 
accidentally if the user erases one copy. 
[Claim 18] 

This is an apparatus claim corresponding to method claim 6. Therefore it has been analyzed and 
rejected based upon the method claim 6. 

5. Claims 7 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Niwa 
(US Patent # 6,538,692), Ogino (US Patent # 5,852,467) and in further view of Ogawa (US 
Patent #6,415,107). 

[Claim 7] 

Niwa in view of Ogino does not teach "after the quota of partial said multi-media data which are 
stored in said buffering means exceeds a predetermined quota, partial said multi-media data 
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which are stored in said buffering means being removed to let recently transmitted partial said 
multi-media data from said multi-media processing means can be stored in said buffering 
means". However Ogawa teaches that when the internal memory is full the data is transferred 
into an external memory (col. 9 lines 1 1-22). Therefore taking the combined teachings of Niwa, 
Ogino and Ogawa, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to have been motivated to store the data in the external memory when the internal 
memory is full in order to prevent the loss of data. The benefit of doing so would be to prevent 
the loss of data in the case of overflow of data from the internal memory. Official notice is taken 
of the fact that the step of removal of data from the internal memory to the extemal memory in 
accordance with first-in and first-out is a matter of design choice in order to remove the data in a 
particular sequence. Other well known methods can be used like LIFO etc. 
[Claim 19] 

This is an apparatus claim corresponding to method claim 7. Therefore it has been analyzed and 
rejected based upon the method claim 7. 

6. Claims 8 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Niwa 
(US Patent # 6,538,692) in view of Ogawa (US Patent # 6,415,107). 
[Claim 8] 

Niwa teaches extemal storing means being available to store said multi-media data, said 
multi-media data which are transmitted from said multi-media processing means being directly 
transmitted into said buffering means and indirectly transmitted into said buffering means in 
sequence to let recently transmitted partial said multi-media data from said multi-media 
processing means to be stored in said buffering means (col. 6 lines 6-27). 
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Niwa does not teach, "wherein any said multi-media data which are stored in said buffering 
means and exceeds a predetermined quota are removed into said external storing means". 
However Ogawa teaches that when the internal memory is full the data is transferred into an 
external memory (col. 9 lines 1 1-22). Therefore taking the combined teachings of Niwa and 
Ogawa, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to have 
been motivated to store the data in the external memory when the internal memory is full in 
order to prevent the loss of data. The benefit of doing so would be to prevent the loss of data in 
the case of overflow of data from the internal memory. Official notice is taken of the fact that the 
step of removal of data from the internal memory to the external memory in accordance with 
first-in and first-out is a matter of design choice in order to remove the data in a particular 
sequence. Other well known methods can be used like LIFO etc. 
[Claim 20] 

This is an apparatus claim corresponding to method claim 8. Therefore it has been analyzed and 
rejected based upon the method claim 8. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

i. US Patent # 5,956,084. 

ii. US Patent #5,581,311. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yogesh K. Aggarwal whose telephone number is (571) 272-7360. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM-5 :30PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571)-272-7304. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appHcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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